by Yvette Nahmia-Messinas .
he Yad Vashem Archives and Library have moved o a brand new
building, leaving the tight premises in the ground tloor of the
administration building and relocating to a state-of-the-art 3,000m?2
facitiey: Archives and Library emplovees are pleased with the move,

and 1f the documents, photographs, films, restimonies and books, stored in

1,500m? of strong rooms, could speak, they would echo the same appreciation
for the extra space.

Daniel Lanski, the Haifa-born architect who designed the new Archives
and Library building conferred with a team of Archives personnel on the
specific funetions of the Yad Vashem Archives. The ream included Yoram
Mavorek, the former Director of the Central Zionist Archives; Yaacov Lozowick,
Director of Yad Vashem’s Archives Duviston; Nonu Halpern, Deputy Director;
and Esther Aran, Director of Registration and Methods of the Archives. Lanski

twok Into consideration the team’s requirements, and integrated their teedback.

imto his design.

Buitt to house the Yad Vashem Library and Archives, it could be said that
the building has two difterent *faces,” an extrovert and an introvert. [n the
extrovert or public part of the building on the top floor {the entrance floor),
astreteh of windows pavallel to the fover, the Informanion Center, and the
Reading and Research rooms opens the building up to its surrounding
environment, and bathes the areas in natural light.

The introvert or private part of the building extends from the lower to
the muddle toor, The lower floor consists only of strong rooms, On the middle

floor, the rescarch and conservation [abs are T h
sittated on the building’s northern front where e
thev are expased to the light, Addinonal strong
rooms housing the books and documents are
located on the building’s southern side. Only N eW
Archives and Library emplovees have access
to thesc arcas. o

Not being distracted by the magnificent A r Ch |Ve S
view of the Jerusalen hills from every window
of this building is hard to imagine, unless one
is secluded mone of the twelve private study d
rooms avatlable within the Research Room., an
‘The administration oftices are located bevond
this pomt. .

“Iwanted ro inspire the fecling of a lerary
sheleer,™ savs Lanski when asked to explain
the coneept behind the building, Indeed, with : .
onlv two of its three Hoors having aceess to B Id
natural light, the building is well protecred. UI Ing
Lanski’s work, and that of interior designers
Leora Vinograd and Tamar Carn, fandscape
architeet Dan Taur, and Dorir Harel who designed the signposts, has created
asublime archirectural balance where himan beings and documents can achieve
asvnergistic relationship and where the building and its swroundings are in
dialogue.
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